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Anvone who pans for gold hopes to be rewarded by the glitter of colors in the fine
material collected in the bottom of the pan. Although the exercise and outdoor activity
experienced in prospecting are rewarding. there are few thrills comparable to finding
gold. Even an assay report showing an appreciable content of gold in a sample
obtained from a lode deposit is exciting. The would-be prospector hoping for financial
gain. however, should carefully consider all the pertinent facts before deciding on a
prospecting venture.

Ounly a few prospectors among the many thousands who searched the western part of
the United States ever found a valuable deposit. Most of the gold mining districts in
the West were located by pioneers. many of whom were experienced gold miners
from the southem Appalachian region, but even in colonial times only a small
proportion of the gold seekers were successful. Over the past several centuries the
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