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from heaven or as so remote from the contemporary human condition as to
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chief rabbinate was the great Sanhedrin of Jerusalem which until the
destruction of the second Temple in the year 70 A.d issued legislation
and interpreted Jewistelw  f or all tHfe Jewish peop
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"Halakhah is made up of mitzvot from theorah as well as laws

instituted by theabbisand longstanding customs. All of these have the
status of Jewish law and all are equally binding. The only difference is
that the penalties for violating laws and customs instituted by the rabbis
are lesssevere than the penalties for violating Torah law, and laws
instituted by the rabbis can be changed by the rabbis in rare, appropriate
circumstances
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AThe most Il mportant chief rabbinate
responsibility first granted in 1921 underitizh rule, is to handle all cases
of personal statué( marriage and divol
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40 _ Britainnica Cd, Chief rabbinate.
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42 _ Britannica CD, Chief rabbinate.
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AThi s early phase of t he ngRileef or m m
external of Judaism into closer harmony with contemporary European
standards of decorum, solemnity and reverence in order to improve the
image of the Jews in the eyes of enlightened Christians. Reform Judaism
was also an attempt to stem the conwerso Christianity by Jews estranged
from the traditional ritual and frustrated by legal and social discrimination
against them dnd their childrenbd

48_Jacob Neusnedudaism in Modern Timetbid, p. 99.
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f. In..Jerusalem, published in 1783, Mendelssohn difenthe

validity of Judaism as the inherited faith of the Jews by defining it as
revealed divine legislation and declared himself at the same time to be a
believer in the universal religion of reason, of which Judaism was but one
historical manifestationAware that he was accepted by Gentile society as
an "exceptional Jew" who had embraced Western culture, Mendelssohn's
message to his own community was to become Westerners, to seek out the
culture of the Enlightenment.. many others who began by following
Mendelssohn chose to leave the Jewish faith as the only way to win full

acceptance in the European community of which they felt themselves a
pard o.
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A By Torah law, a husband is obliged to provide his wife with food
and clothing as required andto engageinsaxwll at i ons at set t
husband is obliged to pay his wifeds
taken into captivity. The Rabbis enacted that the wife is responsible for
certain household tasks and must assume certain responsibility for the
supprt of her family. The wifeds earne
her property, and even lost objects which the wife may find, all belong to

the hd3sbando
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A €& Marriage was transfer of a woman from the power of her family to that

o f _her Ry sbando.
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New York, V11, part 1, p 2.
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N Under Jewish law a man can divorce woman for any reason or no
reason. TheTalmud specifically says that a man can divorce a woman
because she spoiled his dinner or simply because he finds another woman
more attractive, and the woman'sisent to the divorce is not required. In
fact, Jewish law requires divorce in some circumstances: when the wife
commits a sexual transgression, a man must divorce her, even if he is
inclined t'® forgive hero.
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fiThe seventh sacrament isammony, which is a figure of the union of

Christ, and the Church, according to the words of the Apostle: This is a great
sacramént é. o
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f'If any one shall say that matrimony is not truly and properly one of the

Seven Sacraments of the Evangelical Law, instituted by Christ our Lord, but
was invented in the Church by men, and does not confer grace, let him be

anathema]'59
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Catholic Encyclopedia, The Seven Sacraments.
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Scripture; but the very traditions, which claim such sacredness for it, are a
merejese . Marri age may therefore be a fi g
Is, however, no Divinely instituted sacrament, but the inventiomen in

the Church, arising from ignorance of the subjétt."”
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The poison of snakes and dragons is easier to cure and less dangerous to
men than associating with women. The Church added its voice to the other
assumptions claiming that women originated devil. Graduallyp#neeived
inferiority of women became a part of generally accepted system of life. The
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fall into two camps; liberal reformers, who believe that combining Islamic
tradition with European liberalism is the most effective way to challenge
Western power; and conservatives, who contend that change will subvert
social structures, thereby easing Western domination. Both camps view
women as the key to reforming or conserving tradition, because of their roles
in maintaining family®?size, continuit)
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have any understanding of the plight of women in their own societies. They
tacitly blamed Islam for many of the ills from which women suffiet®®.
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" The movement is generally said to have begun inlt centuryas
people increasingly came to believe that women were treated unfairly under
the law. The feminist movement is rooted in the West and especially in the
reform movemenof the 19th century®®,
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